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March 8, 1994 



The Honorable Warren Christopher 
U.S.-Scaetaihr of State (i ^^ £ - 
2201 C S re**, N.W. 
Wwhlngtan, D.C 20520 



Dear Mr 



Secretary: 
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wiring your February 23 appearance before the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relation! you agreed with my suggestion that addreuing the foreign claims of American 
dtiiens should be a top priority of the State Department. I itated my appreciation at the 
time, and T now reiterate it, that I am grateful for your perional commitment to this 
slgnmcaojc iisue. 

Iniumuch ai you will be visiting mainland China lator thU week, I respectfully 
request that you raiie with Chinwe offldaU the following two cases of uncoinpensated 
«mronriRtion of property belonging to American citizen*. (I enclose copiei of sclf- 

faitbi claimant Mr,. Helei Hileh Chicn and Mr. Wallen 
Yep, botn of whom are readily available to provide any further information you may 
need.) j 

While I recognize that these two can* to Chma trt based on drcumaUnee* 
different 'from expropriation cue* IVe identified In Latin America, the feet remain* that 
in all cas^s, property and assets of American dttow have been setod without 
compensition. 

I tjeel obliged to call to your attention my concern about the response Mrs. Helen 
Hsieh CWen received from the State Department when she sought assistance. As you 
wai note 'from her letter, ihe was advised dint the State Department wottd be unoble to 
help and that she must deal with the communist Chinese government directly. 

Tfiat. Mr. Secretary, was a callous response, and Is yet another example of why 1 
strongly believe the State Department needs that "American DeskT *™ " d ™™ 
aiicuSedl publicly. The people In your department mm be made to understand that the 
Es^of American cinzew must he given first priority. Instead of excuses to jusdr/ Its 
failure to uphold this priority, the State Department should be finding ways to eu«t 

hcina abused 
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The Honorable Warren Christopher 
March 8, 1994 
Paget two 



W 

Favored 
enormous 
are aa 



th your recommendation 10 the President as to the renewal of China's Most 
Nation (MFN) trading status just three months away, your visit to Beijing is of 
importance to the Chinese leadership. I am confident that the Chinese, if they 
snfan as I believe them to be, will pay close attention to ail of the issues you raise* 



In] light of the tremendous economic benefit China will receive from the United 
States should MFN trading status be renewed, I believe it is entirety appropriate to insist 
that the Chinese government positively address these claims and cease and desist in their 
mistreatment of American dthens. 



I 



Sincerely, 



JESSE HpLMS 
Enclosur^ 
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